Victim Assistance Fort Wayne Police Department by Zilka, Marysia
Indiana University – Purdue University Fort Wayne
Opus: Research & Creativity at IPFW
Service Learning Symposium: Needs Assessment
for Crime Victims Fieldwork and Service Learning Projects
12-7-2011
Victim Assistance Fort Wayne Police Department
Marysia Zilka
Indiana University - Purdue University Fort Wayne
Follow this and additional works at: http://opus.ipfw.edu/needs_assess
Part of the Social and Behavioral Sciences Commons
This Presentation is brought to you for free and open access by the Fieldwork and Service Learning Projects at Opus: Research & Creativity at IPFW. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Service Learning Symposium: Needs Assessment for Crime Victims by an authorized administrator of Opus:
Research & Creativity at IPFW. For more information, please contact admin@lib.ipfw.edu.
Recommended Citation
Marysia Zilka (2011). Victim Assistance Fort Wayne Police Department.
http://opus.ipfw.edu/needs_assess/1
Victim Assistance 
Fort Wayne Police Department  
   
Marysia Zilka 
 
 
19 
Goals 
• To provide support, guidance and 
information to victims of: 
– Domestic Violence 
– Sexual Assault 
– Battery 
– Robbery  
– Homicide families 
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Services 
• Free 
• Crisis Intervention and Counseling 
• Information and Referral 
• Criminal Justice System Orientation 
• Case Status Information 
• Client Advocacy  
• Assistance in filing for Restitution & compensation 
• Community Education 
• Guidance and support during trial 
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Victim Advocates 
• Paid staff and Volunteers 
• Trained with dignity and respect 
• No Judgment 
• Remove barriers 
• Avoid re-victimizing  
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Challenges 
• Victims don’t want to re-live their 
victimization 
• Victim’s feeling of worthlessness, guilt, fault 
• Re-victimization cannot be avoided 
• Laws changing 
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In Conclusion 
• Victim Assistance of FWPD strives “To address victim 
needs in a timely, compassionate manner in the 
aftermath of a crime” 
• Advocating and serving needs of all crime victims in the 
community 
•  Removing the Victim Label 
 
Victims have rights, too. 
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